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a permanent supremacy to the Whig party, whilst others
argued that it would increase the influence of the Crown.
o
The method chosen was not novel, for it was the method
adopted in the only previous measure for controlling mis-
government in India. It would certainly have been wiser
not to have nominated seven party men, but no eighteenth
century government would have acted otherwise, and no
Minister was more careful to make patronage a composite
element of party government than Pitt who exclaimed very
loudly against Fox's conduct It was complained of Fox
by his Irish clients that he refused to keep half as strict an
eye as Pitt on party considerations in making appointments,
and that Whigs suffered an Injustice In consequence. The
other objection seems to be more weighty, for the Bill would
have transferred all Indian patronage to the Crown after
four years, and would have been some compensation for the
offices the Rockingharns had abolished. But this objection
applied to any scheme that took the control out of the hands
of the Company, and Fox considered it imperative to with-
draw that control.
Neither of these objections had any relation to the
welfare of India, but they were the whole stock-in-trade of
the Opposition, and the debates were concerned exclus-
ively with them. It was their weight that vanquished the
Coalition Government; the phantom of a power that held
chartered rights In no respect terrified every corporation;
the prospect of a more powerful Crown incensed Fox's old
supporters ; the spectacle of a Whig aristocracy that should
be a rival to the Crown terrified the Court. Pitt played
skilfully, and unscrupulously, and successfully on these
humours and consternations. But there was an objection
to the Bill considered In a light in which the Opposition
never considered it, as a Bill for reforming the government
of India. In their haste to take the government of India
out of the hands of a mercenary Interest, Fox and Burke
were placing It In the hands of an untried authority, bringing
a mind quite fresh and raw to the bewildering problems of